
officers. 

In September we will be celebrating the guild’s 

birthday party.  In September we will also have 

the unveiling of our mystery quilts.  How is 

your mystery quilt coming along?    October, 

we have our quilt show at the Dunn Center.  

So…….I told you we have some busy months 

coming up….and I haven’t even mentioned our 

Christmas party! 

I will see everyone at the July meeting……. 

Karen 

 How did you enjoy last month’s 

meeting?  I loved it…..it was a varied variety 

of ideas and techniques.  I can’t pick any one 

thing that I liked the most.  I want to extend a 

very grateful thank you to Lori Richardson, 

Mae Carroll, Debbie Quitiquit, Joyce Suiter, 

and Marion Chamberlain for demonstrating 

for us.  I am sure that all enjoyed it as much 

as I did.  If you missed these mini 

demos….we will have more in the future.  

And remember if you have something you 

would like to demonstrate, please let one of 

the board members know. 

The next few months are going to be busy 

and exciting.  In July we will be assembling 

charity quilt kits.  So come and please plan 

on helping put a kit or two together.  Remem-

ber many hands make light work.  Also…in 

July our nominating committee will present 

the slate of nominees for the offices of Presi-

dent and Secretary.  Please consider accept-

ing a nomination if you are called on.  I know 

I sound like a broken record, but…it takes 

everyone helping out to make our guild the 

great success it is.  No one person can do it 

all alone. 

In August we will have Patty Cline from 

Quilters Gallery doing a trunk show during 

our meeting and a class afterwards on Curves 

and Corners.  If you are interested in the 

class, please sign up at the July meeting…the 

cost of the class is $20 and includes a kit 

with 3 blocks in it.  For this class you will 

only need to bring your sewing machine and 

basic sewing supplies.  To sign up for this 

class or any other questions, see Gayle Helm.  

In August, we will also be voting for our new 
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President’s Letter 

Our Next Meeting 

Saturday, July 9 

At the Arts Center 

9:00 am - Social 

   9:30 am - Meeting 

 Wear Your Name Tag ! 

 Bring a Friend! 

 Charity/Patriotic Quilts 

 Show & Tell 

 Fat Quarter for the drawing! 

 Food to Share! 

 Overdue Library Books! 

 Rotary Cutter and Mat! 

 

Birthdays 2 

Bee Hives & Birthdays 2 

F.Y.I. 2 

Charity Update & Guild Programs 2 

Minutes 3  

VP Update  4 

Treasurer’s Report, Get Well 5 

Board Members & Thank You’s 5 

Mystery Quilt—Final Step 6 

Membership Update 6 

Inside this issue: 

Visit us on the web at www.trpqg.org   
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Here is Lin’s much requested recipe: 

Overnight Banana French Toast 

(serves 10) Lin Varney 

1 (16oz) loaf French or crusty bread, cubed 

1 (8oz) pkg. cream cheese, cut in pieces 

2 cups sliced banana, (about 3 bananas) 

6 large eggs 

4 cups milk 

1/2 cup sugar 

1/4 cup butter or margarine. melted 

1/3 cup maple syrup 

1/2 teas. cinnamon 

1/4 teas. nutmeg (optional) 

1. Arrange 1/2 the bread cubes in a lightly 

greased 13"x9" pan. Sprinkle evenly with cream 

cheese and bananas. 

Top with remaining bread cubes. 

2. Whisk together eggs, milk, sugar, butter and 

syrup. Pour over bread mixture, pressing every-

thing down to absorb liquid. Cover and chill 8 

hrs. (I've made this many times without chilling 

and it's great.) 

3. Sprinkle with cinnamon and bake, covered, at 

350' for 30 minutes. 

Uncover and bake 30 more minutes till lightly 

browned and set. Let stand 5 minutes before 

serving. 



 

From Marian Chamberlain: 

 For all of you who were interested in the 

pin anchors I was using during my dem-

onstration at last month's meeting, here 

are the details. 

They are called PINMOOR and are 

available at www.pinmoor.com. They 

are $19.25 for 50 and come in a variety 

of colors. I just love their versatility and 

they are so easy to use.  
 

Fat Quarters  - will meet 7/23 from 10:00 am—2:00 

pm  at the Arts Center. 

 
Busy Bees  will meet 7/12 from 9:30 am to 3:00 pm at 

the Moose Lodge. 

 
Rachel’s Remnants  will meet 7/7 at the home of 

Jane Privette. 

 

Tar Bees  - will meet 7/14 from 7:00—8:00 pm at ST 

James Methodist Church Fellowship Hall. 

 
Sew Bee it - will meet 7/25 at 6:30 pm at the Wilson 

Library. Bring your Box! 

 

Betty’s  Bee - will meet on the first & third Wednes-

day of the month at 1:00 pm at the home of Betty 

Rightmyer. 
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Bee Hives for July 

F.Y.I. 
 

July Birthdays  
Sue Fry    7/3 

Teresa Pierce   7/6 
Betty Rightmyer   7/11 
Betty Briggs    7/23 
Judith Glover   7/23 
Ann Corbly    7/24 
Debbie Quitiquit   7/29 
Barbara Jean Shafer  7/31 

 

Charity Projects  
 

Patriotic Quilts Wheel Chair size  36 X 54. Lap top Quilts =  50

-55ó  X  60-65ó  

Bereavement Quilts for Nash General Hospital. . .  

12"X12" to  15"X15". These can be quilted, crocheted or knitted. 

( See page 5 for a good web site) 
   OUR ON -GOING SPONSORED CHARITIES  

Baby quilts  for Christian Adoption Agency  36ó up to 40ó square 

(include one 12ó square for the birth mother, they love it!) 
 
Neo-natal for Nash Rocky Mount Hospital : 30ó X 30ó (Please 

no larger, they canõt use them due to safety issues) 
 

Up and Coming Guild Programs 

JulyðCharity Quilt Kits 

AugustðCurves and Corners class 

MaryAnn says: “[At our] next meeting, July, we are going to 

have another charity quilt cutting session. This time we will 

not limit it to any kind of quilt; baby, bereavement, military, 

adoption, whatever. I will bring patterns and fabric in plastic 

bags. The members should bring cutting mat and cutter. We 

will spread out and make kits. Any questions, call MaryAnn at 

252-823-4378 

Also, we really need bags so we can complete the comfort bags 

for the police. I am bringing a simple pattern and fabric for 

some bags. We would like to finish this up this summer. 

Thanks everyone.” 

The bags should be no larger than 12”x16”; they must be able 

to be closed (no buttons—use Velcro). Don’t forget your 12 x 

12 “comfort” squares for the bags—use up your orphan 

blocks! Any items will be greatly appreciated! 

Questions have been asked about recording your charity 

hours.  This is done so the Arts Center can keep track of the 

hours we spend making charity projects.  The amount of 

funding they received is based on the charity hours we per-

form.  So, don’t forget to turn your hours in to Maryann so 

they will be counted.  It is not a contest to see how fast you 

work - just a log of the hours spent by the guild members on 

charity projects.  Keep up the good work!   

http://www.pinmoor.com


Tar River Piecemakers Quilting Guild 

Meeting Minutes, June 11, 2011 

 

President Karen Batts called the meeting to order at 9:35 am.  She asked if everyone received a June 2011 Newsletter and if any changes 

needed to be made to the May 2011 minutes.  Nancy Knapp made a motion to accept the minutes as written, and Carol Forestell seconded the 

motion.  The minutes were accepted as written. 

 

President Batts announced a Ricky Tims seminar scheduled for September 15-17 in Ashville, NC.  It is a non-sewing event.  Check out his 

website at www.rickytims.com for more information.  On Oct. 7 & 8 there will be a quilt show--still open to quilt entrees--in Concord, NC--

called Splash of Color.  The website will be given in the newsletter.   

 

Vice President Gayle Helm announced a summer challenge.  Participants will be given a piece of fabric 10-½ x 9 for making a 12 x 12 inch 

―comfort square‖ to be placed within the charity bags for police cars.  They should be bound as a miniature ―quilt‖ for the children to hold 

while being temporarily separated or removed from family in volatile situations for which the police have been called to intervene and/or de-

fuse.  The winner will be chosen by popular vote at the August meeting, at which time the ―quilts‖ will be due and displayed.  Do not use but-

tons or other attachments, etc., that smaller children may rip off and accidentally swallow. 

Committee Reports: 

Membership Committee: 

 Debbie Quitiquit announced there were 43 members and 1 guest, Brittany Mocsari, present at the June Guild meeting.  

Beekeeper: 

 Pam Kowalk asked for people interested in participating in the Fat Quarters bee, which meets on the fourth Saturday of each month, 

to sign the sheet  being passed around.  There is a chance we could lose the use of the fiber arts room at the Art Center if the attendance does 

not pick up.  

Newsletter: 

 Angela Fleming asked to receive all submissions for the July Newsletter by June 20th.  She has no extra copies of the newsletter with 

her but will bring extra copies to future meetings. 

Hospitality: 

 Dinah Shearin and Sally Thorpe were unable to attend the June meeting.  Names of food contributors were placed in a drawing.  

Carolyn Batts’ name was drawn for a gift from Mae Carroll. 

Library: 
 Virginia Ward reminded that several books are still outstanding.  She will go through the cards to get names of members who have 

not returned theirs. 

Dunne Center Quilt Show: 

 Wendy Ferguson asked for members to sign up their quilts for the show.  You will need to state whether your quilt is small, medium, 

or large. 

Nominating Committee: 
 Let Ramona Orzell or Virginia Ward know of anyone you would like to nominate for Guild President and/or Guild Secretary.  The 

president should be a person possessing administrative skills, and integrity.  The president will receive help from other board members and 

committee chairs and involves delegating a portion of the responsibilities.  The secretary is responsible for keeping the minutes of meetings. 

Raffle Quilt Ticket Sales: 

 Our Opportunity Quilt ticket sales will be headed by Sherri Daniels. Terri Mitchell has the tickets today as Sherri couldn’t be here.  

See them for tickets. 

Treasurer: 

 Mae Carroll stated the Treasurer’s Report is in the current Newsletter.   The balance at the beginning of the month was $6,388.95.  

The balance at the end of the month, including emergency funds, was $8,872.05.  Upcoming expenses include payment of $200 for Quilting 

Gallery lecture and class. The members were asked to vote on the storage unit and it was unanimous in favor. 

Charity Committee: 
 Gayle Helm reported for Maryann Rettino, who was out due to knee problems, that two quilts were donated last month to two local 

tornado victims.  Gayle read aloud their thank-you note.  Friends donated tote bags with logos, and Maryann plans to cover the logos to make 

them acceptable as police bags.  Olive Garden donated booklets (their children’s menus) for the police bags.  Maryann has researched renting 

a storage unit through Paige Davis for $370/year, for the storage of fabrics and extra charity quilt supplies, as well as for storage of guild quilt 

stands. 

 In July we will be working together with the Charity Committee--putting together charity kits.   Bolts of fabric were donated by 

Wanda, from Aden, who closed her quilt shop.  

Vice President: 

 On August  13th the Quilters Gallery from Gastonia, NC, will present a trunk show and teach a class on ―Curves and Corners.‖  The 

cost per participant in the class is $20, and includes a kit with fabrics to make three blocks.. 

 September is our Birthday Party, and Mystery Quilts will be displayed and voted upon.  New Board Officers will be installed in Sep-

tember, as well. 

 Wendy Ferguson commented that our outdoor quilt show at the Theater of the American South was a great success due to Gayle 

Helm’s dream of seeing beautiful quilts hanging from the buildings.  The guild received great press as a result of the show. 

Drawings: 

 The Sew and Tell drawings were won by Wendy Ferguson and Paula Loges.  Betty Gentry won the fat quarter drawing.  The name-

tag drawing was won by Betsy Freeman. 

  Respectfully submitted by Carol Myers, Guild Secretary 
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First of all, a  BIG THANK YOU  to Mae Carroll, Marion Chamberlain,  Debbie Quitiquit,  Lori Richardson,  and Joyce Suiter. 

Your demonstrations were wonderful and we really appreciate the time you put into preparing for the  presentations and 

for doing them 5 times in a row!! They were great and we all learned quite a bit. Thank you ladies for volunteering and for 

making a difference!  

 

In July,  Marianne Rettino is working on developing a special event for our charity quilts. With so much disaster going on 

abroad and here in North Carolina, there are a lot of people in need of our help. Weõll also be presented with the slate of 

officers (President and Secretary) for voting in August.  

 

In August , Be sure to bring your  Summer Challenge  as weõll have prizes for the viewers Choice. The Challenge is to use the  

fabric  provided (If you didnõt get a square of the fabric, Iõll have more at the July meeting) to make a  finished  (quilted 

and bound) -  comfort block  (approximately 12ó square). These finished blocks will be used for a great cause as they will go 

into the bags we are making for the Police to distribute to children when they go to a home needing the Police assistance.  

Also in August  we will have the Quilters Gallery at our meeting to  do a Trunk Show focusing on use of rulers. Following the 

meeting there will be a class on  Curves and Corners . The cost of the class includes the kit with all the material pre -cut to 

make 3 blocks during the class! The cost of the class is $20 and can be paid to me in the July meeting. Please sign up if 

you want to attend as weõll need to give the final count to them after the July meeting. Iõm really looking forward  to their 

Trunk show and  the class. In August, you will also need to bring your quilts for the Healing Hearts and Hands Quilt show. 

Wendy Ferguson will collect them.  

In September  ð itõs our Birthday Party!! Our guild will be 11 years old this year. Of course weõll have birthday cake!! And 

party events too! Also, weõll be displaying all the mystery quilts ð if you havenõt started on yoursé. There is still time and 

we will have prizes for Viewers Choice!  

 

 
 

Notes from the Vice President 

Ad Rates: $10 per month for a business card 

size; $20 for a 1/4 page; $35 for a 1/2 page. 

Email Angela Fleming at a.fleming64@yahoo.com 

if you would like to place an ad. Please mail your 

check to TRPQG, PO Box 7813, Rocky Mount, 

NC 27804  

MISCELLANEOUS  
Thimble : Tip: Instead of having to throw away a leather quilting 

thimble after it gets too many holes, put a penny inside of it. 

This will extend the life of the leather and add strength.  

We have been invited to submit quilts to the 

òPieceful Gardenó Quilt Show being presented by 

the Hearts and Hands/ECA Quilters Guild. For 

more information visit:                        

http://heartsandhandsnc.org  
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Blogging Quilters:  
Lori Richardson    talkischeap.com  

Robin Keller at the National Quilt Museum in Paducah. 



 

 

 

Healing Hands and Hearts Quilt Show  
Dunn Center Mims Gallery  

Sept 30 - Oct 30, 2011  

Turn in your quilts at the July or August guild 

meeting to Wendy Ferguson.  

Please contact Wendy Ferguson (532 - 9150) or 

Gayle Helm (315 - 1329) for information.  

 
President:   Karen Batts            813-0844 
  

Vice President:  Gayle Helm           315-1329 

 

Secretary:  Carol Myers            443-1521 

  

Treasurer:  Mae Carroll                           443-2828           

   

Membership:  Debbie Quitiquit    434-594-7254  

    
Library:  Virginia Ward             443-4554  

 

Bee Keeper:  Pam Kowalk           937-4863 

 

Newsletter: Angela Fleming           230-6610 

 

Web Site: Kathy Bass                   314-0283  

 

Charity Outreach:  

 Maryann Rettino                  823-4378 

              Sue Fry                   823-7527  

 Sandy Harris                         296-0084 

   Gayle Helm                         315-1329 

  

Opportunity Quilt Ticket Sales:   

 Sherrie Daniels            236-1542 

 

Nominating Committee:  
 Virginia Ward            443-4554 

 Ramona Orzell            451-0978 

 

Quilt Show: Wendy Ferguson           291-5333 

 

Hospitality:  Dinah Shearin           443-6945 

         Sally Thorpe            537-3419 

 

P.O. Box 7813 

Rocky Mount, NC 27804 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 
Opening Balance       $ 8,367.18 

           

 Income: 

   Opportunity quilt ticket sales    $      25.00 

    August Class Fees     $    125.00 

Expenses: 

     Guild Challenge Fabric  $       30.33 

     Theatre of the American South  $       39.40 

     Turn-Key Storage  $     370.00 

 Less Total Expenses                                                                  ($    439.73) 

  

Balance as of  June 20, 2011     $ 8,437.95 

      (Balance Includes $365.50 Emergency Fund) 

A Big TRPQG Thank You to: 

 Everyone who made and took a Charity kit! 

 The Charity Committee for making the kits! 

 Everyone who brought a guest! 

 Everyone who brought food! 

 Everyone who presented a demo at the June meeting! 

 Kathy Bass for the mystery quilt instructions! 

 Lin Varney for sharing her recipe! 

 Marion Chamberlain for the Pinmoor info! 

Please keep these ladies in your prayers. 

Mae Carroll’s daughter BJ has been diagnosed with 

breast cancer.  

Barbara-Jean Shafer’s 1/2 sister Janice & 

her niece, Sarah as both have serious ill-

nesses. 

  If you have anyone you want remembered, 

please let me know  

(a.fleming64@yahoo.com).  

DATE UPCOMING QUILTING EVENTS 

July 22-Aug 

31 

Swansboro, NC—Tidewater Gallery ―Art of the Sea‖ Fiber Arts Exhibit by Eileen 

Williams. Opening reception July 22, 6-8 pm. 107 Front Street. 

Oct 21-22 Sanford, NC—Hearts and Hands/ECA Quilters Guild ―Pieceful Garden‖ 

Quilt Show. Dennis A Wicker Civic Center 1801 Nash Street. For more 

information go to: http://heartsandhandsnc.org 

Sept 24—Jan 

22, 2012 

Asheville, NC—Asheville Quilt Guild Exhibit. Folk Art Center 

Sept 15-17 Asheville, NC—Ricky Tims Seminar—Crown Plaza Golf & Tennis Resort 

Oct 7-8 Concord, NC ‖Splash of Color" Fiber Art & Quilt Show Hours: Fri – 10:00 am – 

5:30 pm, Sat 10:00 am – 5:00 pm? Admission: 1 Day $5/ 2 Day $8. 

For more information, call 704-455-5236 or visit http://

www.cabarrusquiltersguild.org/Quilt_Show.html. 

http://www.cabarrusquiltersguild.org/Quilt_Show.html
http://www.cabarrusquiltersguild.org/Quilt_Show.html


Mystery Quilt - Step 6 

Set the blocks together 5 across and 7 

down, alternating the Puss in the Corner 

and the Sawtooth Star blocks as shown. 

 

BORDERS: Measure the length and the 

width of the quilt at the center, from raw 

edge to raw edge. Make a note of these 

two measurements. 

 

Cut two of the 5-3/4" x about 55" LIGHT 

strips to the LENGTHWISE measurement 

and join them to the sides of the quilt 

with a 1/4" seam, matching the ends and 

centers and easing the edges to fit. 

 

Cut the remaining two strips to the 

original CROSSWISE measurement. Join 

5-3/4" MEDIUM squares to each end of 

these strips. Join these pieces to the top 

and bottom of the quilt, matching ends, 

seams and centers, and easing as 

necessary. 

 

You'll need 3 yards of fabric for backing 

(crosswise seam). 

 

Bind with straight-grain or bias strips 

cut from the remaining DARK fabric. For 

3/8" wide (finished) double-fold binding, 

cut 2-1/2" strips. 

This is the final installment of the mystery quilt.  Hope you had fun making it.  I need to give credit to  Judy Hopkins and Marsha 

McClosky - www.MarshaMcClosky.com for the creating this mystery quilt - A Patchwork Puzzle.  You can find other quilts on 

their website.  Can’t wait to see who wins the challenge in September.  I will be sending the complete  set of instructions  as a PDF 

file for those who would  like to have a set via email soon.  Hope you enjoyed the ―mystery‖ -  Kathy  Bass 

MEMBERSHIP UPDATE 

 

We now have 94 members who have renewed -- keep spreading the word about our guild.  

We had 43 members in attendance at the meeting. . 

We had one guest, Brittany Mocsari.  

 Invite your neighbors, relatives, or even a stranger to come visit with us.   

Please contact Debbie Quitiquit with any questions - quitiquit@hotmail.com or 434-594-7254. 

Quilting Tips & Facts  
 

When itõs time to change threads, cut the thread at the spool and pull the remaining thread out through the 

needle. This helps prevent thread pieces from breaking off in the tension discs or getting stuck inside your ma-

chine. It also lessens the chance of pulling any lint back through the machine.  
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